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ESOTERIC 


MASONRY 


By the late Dr. George H. Wright, 320 


(Continued) 


HE Ancient Wisdom taught 

that there is a Science of 

the Soul, a way into the 

Sanctum Sanctorum, a 
knowledge of things unseen. Modern 
experiments in psychism, notably by 
the Society of Psychical Research, 
rather corroborate the ancient claim. 
The Mysteries also taught that the 
Ego can transcend the limitations of 
the physical body, and travel in 
foreign countries, that is, be conscious 
on the higher planes of Nature. 
Modern investigations tend to verify 
that claim also. 

Certainly, it is indisputable that 
the Divine Logos is initiating men in 
every field of labor, so that they 
become aids in His mighty plan for 
the evolution of our planet. 

It will now be in order to touch 
briefly on a few of the fundamentals 
in the different Mystery schools. The 
ceremonies of initiation were com- 
paratively few. They were designed 
to symbolize the progress of the 
human Soul. The candidate became 
the thing symbolized. The _ rites 
constituted the outward sign of 
interior facts. Initiation was synon- 


(Reprinted by permission) 


rebirth. In truth, such was the result 
of genuine Initiation, the union of the 
human with the Divine. 

In the course of time, the spiritual 
rebirth became obscured and _ ne- 
glected. Then, initiation ceased to 
signify Regeneration and the various 
stages of the Soul’s growth, through 
the Mystic Birth, Baptism, Transifigu- 
ration, Crucifixion, Resurrection, 
Ascension, and Coronation. The 
symbol was there, but not the fact. 
Initiation came to mean merely the 
ceremony of imparting to the candi- 
date the formulas of the traditional 
knowledge that had been handed 
down from time immemorial. Gradu- 
ally, the true meaning of the symbols 
disappeared, and the symbols were 
converted into dogmas. 

The Ancient Mysteries were gener- 
ally divided into two stages: the 
Path of Probation and the Path of 
Perfection. These, though known by 
various names in the different schools, 
were practically identical with what 
the Greeks called “the Lesser and the 
Greater Mysteries.” Plutarch, the 
learned Greek, himself an Initiate, 
writes concerning the Egyptian 
Mysteries: “Their philosophy, which 


ymous with Regeneration or spiritual ;for the most part was hidden in myths 


— 
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and words, containing dim reflections 
and transparencies of truth, they in- 
directly made plain by setting up 
Sphinxes before the temples, as 
though their reasoning about the Gods 
possessed a Wisdom wrapped in 
riddle. Great, then, was the care the 
Egyptians took about the Wisdom of 
the Gods. The Greeks, among whom 
were Solon, Thales, Plato, and Pytha- 
goras, also testify to this by coming 
to Egypt and associating with her 
priests. When, therefore, thou hear- 
est the myth-sayings of the Egyptians 
concerning the ‘4xods, thou shouidst 
remember that none of these things 
spoken of were really so in state or 
action.” 

In the Mysteries of India we find 
several degrees. The first, or pro- 
bationary, degree could be _ entered 
at the early age of eight 
years, as Orientals mature early. 
The symbol of this degree consisted 
of the Zennar, or sacred Brahminical 
cord of three threads, corresponding 
to the Masonic cabletow. The Zennar 
conceals a mystery of great 
significance. The investiture with the 
sacred threefold cord was accompanied 
by elaborate ceremonies, closing with 
an extended lecture, following which, 
the candidate was placed under the 
tutelage of a Brahmin guide, who 
instructed him concerning the purifi- 


cation of life, and the wisdom con-!he could give credible 


tained in the sacred writings of his 
faith. In the second degree, he was 
consecrated by the sign of the cross, 
which was marked on many parts of 
his body, after which he descended 
into the lower regions and on his 
return was presented to the three 
Hierophants, stationed in the svuth, 
west, and east and representing the 
Trimurti or Sacred Trinity, viz: 


Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. After a 
probationary period of great austeri- 
ties, the candidate was admitted to 
the third degree, in which were iin- 
parted vital and important truths 
concerning the different planes of 
consciousness, the evolution of the 
Soul and its final goal; and finally he 
was intrusted with the Sacred Word. 

Profane history intimates that Jesus 


was initiated into the Mysteries 
through the Brotherhood of the. 
Essenes, a communal fraternity, 


whose motto was: “Love to God and 
love to man.” 
The Christian religion, in common 


with other great religions, possessed 


|an inner or esoteric, as well as an 


outer exoteric teaching. The secrets 
of the esoteric school of Christianity 
were communicated only to candi- 
dates for the Arcane Discipline. While 
receiving preparatory instruction, 
they were denominated “Cate- 
chumens”; when admitted to witness 
the rites, “Consistentes”; and when 
initiated, “Illuminati”. Initiates of 
the three degrees were denominated 
the “Called” (Kletoi), the “Chosen” 
(Eklektoi, Electi), and the “Faithful” 
( Pistoi, Fideles) or “Perfect” 
(Teleioi, Perfecti). The candidate 
who sought Initiation, of his own 
free will and accord, became a Cate- 


| chumen, under instruction; and when 


evidence of 
Regeneration or the New Birth, he 
was received for Baptism, which 
inducted him into the Christian 
Mysteries, and prefigured his Risen 
Lite, (Romans 6: 3-11), or Transfigu- 
ration. He was then given more 
light concerning the Divine Mysteries 
of the Resurrection, Ascension, and 
Session or Coronation and Enthrone- 
ment. 
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Among the sacred doctrines taught 
in the several degrees, besides those 
mentioned, were the Trinity in 
Unity, the Incarnation of the. Logos 
or Son of God, and the Secret of the 
Liturgy. While Baptism was the 
ordinance of Initiation, the reception 
of the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist by 
the candidate with spiritual discern- 
ment denoted his highest degree of 
Christian Light and Truth. Initiates 
were strictiy enjoined never to paint, 
cut, or carve any reference to the 
esoteric teachings, or to divulge them 
to the profane. The writings of St. 
Paul, especially in the original Greek, 
abound with phraseology intelligible 
to every Initiate; and all througn the 
writings of the early Church Fathers 
there oceur frequent references to the 
Christian Mysteries and secret 
doctrines. 

Let us now glance at the origin 
and history of Freemasonry, as we 
know it today. The Order, in its 
present form, is doubtless compara- 
tively modern. The term ‘“Free- 
‘mason”: at first meant a worker in 
“free stone”, but later was applied 
to all “Craftsmen who had obtained 
their freedom to work as Masons in 
Lodges of the Fraternity, after due 
Apprenticeship and passing’ as 
Fellowerafts.” After a time, honor- 
ary members, who were not operative 
Masons, were admitted into the Order 
and designated as “Accepted Masons,” 
to distinguish them from the working 
“Free Masons.” Probably many of 
the “Accepted” class were attracted to 
Masonry by reason of its moral 
principles, and perhaps its mystic 
knowledge. Some of this class were 
men of learning, and they undoubted- 
ly had much to do with the recon- 
struction of the Order about the year 





1717, when the original operative 
character of the Order was more or 
less superseded by its speculative 
aspect. The tools and implements of 
architecture, previously employed by 
operative Masons, were retained as 
moral emblems, to instil in the minds 
of the candidates wise and serious 
truths. Hence we have today in the 
first three degrees of Masonry a modi- 
fied inheritance of the teachings of 
the operative guilds of the Middle 
Ages. But the REAL secrets of 
Freemasonry are concealed in _ its 
symbols and legends; and few Masons 
there are who rightly know their 
deep inner meaning. 

As a foundation on which to erect 
the structure of Masonic philosophy, 
the legend of King Solomon’s Temple 
was employed. But no well-informed 
Mason nowadays believes that that 
celebrated structure was the first 
beginning of the ancient lore. The 
great strides latterly made in the 
study of Comparative Religion prove 
that the principal Masonic teachings 
were inculeated in the _ ancient 
Mysteries ages before King Solomon 
was born; yea, ages before Abraham 
left the valley of the Euphrates. 

A Lodge represents King Solo- 
mon’s Temple only because the latter 
was typical of all the temples of 
antiquity in which the Mysteries were 
practised. The Hebrews, like most 
of their predecessors and contempor- 
aries, made much of the manner in 
which the Temple was planned, built, 
and adorned. Each such Temple 
represented the Universe; and in each 
the Great Lights of Nature played 
an important part. These were the 
Sun, the Moon, and the planet Mer- 
ecury. Even in our own Lodges we 
observe the same arrangement, ex- 
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cept that we substitute the Master of 
the Lodge for Mercury, the Bearer of 
Light. Eusebius tells us that the 
officers of the Eleusinian Mysteries 
were the Hierophant, representing the 
G. A. O. T. U.; the Torchbearer, 
representing the Sun; and the Altar- 
bearer, representing the Moon. 

The two columns, placed before 
King Solomon’s Temple, correspond 
to the two pillars of Hercules, and 
were copied by the Tyrian artist from 
the columns at the entrance of the 
Temple of Melkarth, in Tyre. They 
represent the two Solstices, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
symbols of the Gates of Heaven, in 
different Mysteries. They represent 
also the manifold Pairs of Opposites 
in the manifested Universe, including 
Heaven, the world celestial, and 
Earth, the world terrestrial, in which 
are preserved the sacred Mysteries, 
secure from the inundation of passion 
and the conflagration of thought. 

Lodges are situated due east and 
west, in conformity with King Solo- 
mon’s Temple and every other Lodge 
and Mystery-temple of antiquity. 
Pythagoras arranged his assemblies 
due east and west. The pyramids of 
Egypt and Mexico are oriented with 
the four cardinal points of the com- 
pass, and underneath, extending due 
east and west, are subterranean 
galleries used for Initiation. 

The furniture of a Lodge consists 
of the Holy Bible, Square and Com- 
passes. The Light on the Path of a 
Mason is the sacred book of his 
religion, which should ever be the 
rule and guide of his life and conduct. 


So, in a Lodge composed of Christians, 


the Old and New Testaments would 
be placed on the altar; in a Jewish 
Lodge, the Old Testament only; in a 


‘Moslem Lodge, the Koran; in a 


‘Buddhist Lodge, the Tripitaka; in a 
Hindu Lodge, the Vedas, and so on. 

The Square and Compasses are the 
symbols perhaps most familiar to the 
public. The science and philosophy 
concealed within them are not ap- 
parent to the casual mind. Dr. Buck, 
a Masonic writer, to whom I am in- 
debted for much of the _ present 
material, explains them as foliows: 
“The Square, with its right-angile 
and scale measurements, applies to 
surfaces and solids, and deals with 
the apparently fixed states of matter. 
It represents solidarity, symmetry 
and proportion, and this involves the 
sciences of arithmetic and geometry. 
The Compasses, with movable angle, 
set in a Lodge at 60 degrees, apply to 
the circle and the sphere, to move- 
ments and revolutions. In a general 
sense, the Square is a symbol of 
matter; also of Man, the “four- 
square” finite, as well as of the 
Earth. The Compasses represent the 
Heavens, Man the Trinity, Spiritual, 
Divine. 

Masonry being a “system of 
morality, veiled in allegory, and 
illustrated by symbols,” we must 
guard against the materialization of 
the allegories and symbols. Masonry, 
as a speculative science, has for its 
objects the search for investigation of 
Divine Truth. The candidate is al- 
ways in quest of more light. All the 
ceremonies attending his quest denote 
progress from a lower to a _ higher 
mode of life. This fundamental ob- 
ject is symbolically portrayed in each 
degree, being typified by the Circum- 
ambulation, the Mystic Ladder, Death 
and the Restoration of Life. 

The legend of the Winding Stairs, 
allegorically understood, imparts the 
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same beautiful lesson: that of the{ Master of the Light, a co-worker of 
ascent of man from ignorance to | God. 

The symbolism of the Lost Word 
refers to the degradation of the an- 
cient Mysteries when the True Word, 
i. e., the knowledge of Occult Science, 


knowledge, from darkness to light, 
from death to life. The aspirant 
who succeeds in climbing the Winding 


Stairs will receive his reward. What|was lost. From that time to this, 
is the reward of a speculative Mason? | man has ever been in search of the 
Not silver or gold, but TRUTH. Yet | long-lost Word. Though few have 
the whole of Truth cannot be im-/found it, many have caught glimpses 
parted at once to a Fellowcraft. He! of its meaning, through the word of 
draws his wagres as he is able to earn | substitution. Perhaps in future 
them and to consume them. For the | generations, in the Coming Race, the 
Fellowcraft represents the man of/|true Word will again be found. The 
action, in his prime, and the Middle} ultimate object of Masonry is to find 
Chamber is his illuminated  inteili-| Divine Truth, however long be the 
gence, radiant with the conscious) search. The Word is the symbol of 
presence of the Divine Nature. There|this Divine Truth. Its possession is 
he learns to think God’s thoughts|the key to the secret Science of the 
after Him, and day-by-day feeds on|Soul. “In the beginning was the 
Divine Truth, appropriate to the| Word.” The real Master, then, is one 
stage of his progress and_ his|in possession of the Word. 
ability to assimilate it. The illuminated Mason is a Moses, 
The illustrious Tyrian, by whose! leading his neophyte brethren through 
matchless skill and workmanship the!|the wilderness of experience, out of 
Temple of Solomon was beautified|the ignorant Lower Self, the Square, 
and adorned, symbolizes the Perfect|into the Wisdom of the Higher Self, 
Man, the full Initiate, who through a/|the Triangle, and to conscious union 
pure life and faithful service, through) with God. There, in the Sanctum 
inflexible fidelity to his trust, attained | Sanctorum, or Holy of Holies, in the 
Mastership and realization of his| Splendor of the Presence, he and they 
Oneness with the G.A.O.T.U.|draw their designs for the uplift of 
Having transcended the illusions of the human race on the trestleboard of 
matter, he can consciously function | creative thought, light the Flame and 
on all planes. Physical death has|speak the Word, and the Great Work 
ceased to be a terrifying crisis and|is accomplished. 
has become but an incident in his In conclusion, let us ask ourselves: 
endless life. “Death hath no more| Is it a mere coincidence that Masonry 
dominion over him’, and he can ex-|is modeled on the Ancient Mysteries, 
claim with St. Paul: “O Death, where! and that they are the source of its 
is thy sting? O Grave, where is thy!) wealth of legends, allegories, and 
victory?” Though his earth-life be|symbols? The analogy is too close 
a broken column, his true Self is for-|for mere coincidence. It looks as 
ever “a pillar in the Temple of God,| though the men who formulated our 
and he shall go out no more.’ Ritual knew what they were doing. 
Crowned, enthroned, he is at last a’ As we delve into the inner meanings 








—— 
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of these symbols and legends, more. 
come the channel for their restoration 


light on the Ancient Wisdom is ever 
manifesting itself. Therefore, 


instead of being merely an imitation 
of the ancient Mysteries, Freemasonry 


owes it to itself and the world to be- 


and perpetuation throughout the 
coming centuries. Amen. So mote 
it be. 





The Spirit of Masonry 


HE Spirit of Masonry is, or 

should be, what the Master 

Mason is seeking for the 

inner or comprehensive 

understanding of the mighty work of 

the Grand Geometrician of the uni- 
verse. 

In ancient symbolism he is repre- 
sented as an old man leaning upon a 
staff, his long white beard upon his 
chest and his deep piercing eyes 
sheltered by the brows of a philoso- 
pher. In very truth he is old, not 
in years, but in wisdom. 

So wisdom drapes her truth with 
symbolism and covers her insight 
with allegory. Creeds, rituals and 
poems are parables and _ symbols; 
language fails, words are mere 
ciphers—and who can read riddles? 

The words we use! What are they 
but vain shadows of form and sense? 
We strive to clothe our thoughts with 
high-sounding verbal trappings that 
our brothers may see and understand. 
The ignorant take them literally and 
build prison houses for themselves 
and with words and bitter speech 
denounce those who will not join 
them in the dungeon of ignorance. 

Before the rapt vision of the sincere 
Mason truth shines forth, and he 
sees reality behind symbols, for 
through the shadow shines ever the 
perfect light. 

All growth is a gradual procedure 
carried on in an orderly, masterly 
way as is shown by the ceremony of 


opening and closing a Lodge. 

So the peopled universe is divided 
into groups and these groups stand 
distinct from each other according to 
the differing rates of vibration pulsa- 
ting through them. 

As the spiritual consciousness 
vibrates through the Masonic group 
those who cannot respond to the high 
rate of the true Masonic teaching 
drop out of the Order. The true 
disciple of Masonry has _ passed 
beyond the worship of personality 
with its illusions; he realizes that all 
forms, all positions, in the material 
universe, are of relative importance 
only. 

Those who allow appearances or 
worldly issues to deter them from 
their self-appointed tasks are failures 
in Masonry. The true Mason, of 
spiritual unfoldment, realizes that 
Masonry is an abstract science; that 
behind diverse forms dwells a 
eonnected life principle, a spark of 
the Divine in all that lives. 

It is to this Divine life that a 
Mason, when measuring the worth of 
a brother, appeals for a recognition of 
spiritual unity. 

The true Mason is not creed bound 
for he realizes that with the Divine 
illumination of his Lodge a Mason’s 
religion must be universal. He may 
worship at any shrine with true 
Masonic understanding of the oneness 
of all spiritual truth. 

All true Masons know that the only 
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heathen are those who pretend to; Yet there was a possibility of his 
high ideals but do not strive to live; revival, for these ruffians took his 
them. | body and buried it in a deep grave, 
All religions are one sweet story| which symbolizes the _ sectarian 
told in many ways. The ideals of | beliefs of the various religions which 
men differ and the diversity of human | have held the race in bondage and 
thought stretches east, south andjslavery as profound as that of the 
west, but where there is harmony| grave which is used to typify them. 
with Masonic symbols crystallization There was planted at the head of 
of form is swept away and but one!/the grave a sprig of acacia. Acacia 
Great Truth remains. has ever been used in symbolic 
Humanity in its early state of! writings to represent truth. There- 
innocence was in close eonscious/ fore the meaning is plain: When men 
touch with the Divine. We read that | begin to seek for the truth regardless 
Adam and Eve talked with God, but;of the material laws of the body 
finally the attractions of the physical | spiritual consciousness will unfold— 
and emotional nature proving too| Hiram Abiff will be found. 
strong they yielded to the lure of the The buried body of the Master is 
sensual, and conscious touch with the} the intuitive faculty. But to find 
spiritual (Hiram Abiff) was killed—|the body is not to raise it. The 
killed by the increasing coarseness of | instruction given the Entered Ap- 
the personality. prentice is not enough to raise the 
Hiram Abiff was the Grand Master | intuitive powers, nor is knowledge of 
of the work on the Temple. He it|the Fellow Craft sufficient. Much 
was who drew the designs on the|more than mere knowledge of the 
Trestle-Board. moral law is needed; more even than 
When the spirit is in  conscious| obedience to the moral law. For not 
touch with the Divine and is able to} until the great strength of the Lion’s 
send down its wisdom into the| Paw is used can the body of the 
personality, or lower nature, the|murdered intuition be raised from 
building of the Temple goes on in|the grave in which it has been held 
accordance with the will of the Grand] prisoner for countless ages. 
Geometrician of the universe. But The Lion is the Zodiacal sign of 
when the ruffians of the lower nature| Leo, the sign of the heart, the sign 
attack and kill the spiritual conscious-|of love,—and love is the fulfilling of 
ness they prevent this consciousness | the law. 
from drawing any more designs.| Not until the Master Mason, to 
Hiram Abiff, the architect and Grand} whom has been given the teaching of 
Master, symbolizes that intuitive! the trowel, understands, even to a 
touch with the Divine which was]small degree the law of true brother- 
killed by the three ruffians of the} hood, can he use with understanding 
lower nature,—ignorance, selfishness|the powerful grip of the Lion’s Paw. 
and sensuality. His body was buried | Not until then can the body be raised. 
in the rubbish of the Temple—the,; In other words nothing will restore 
rubbish being the ills and mistakes}man to his primitive condition of 
and sins of the personality. innocence, but, intuitive knowledge of 


KS 
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spiritual law may be attained through 
Service. This is strictly according to 
the teachings of Christ as evidenced 
by the following from the 22nd 
chapter of St. Matthew: 


Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 
thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great command- 
ment. 

And the second is like unto it. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self. 

On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets. * * * 
And no man was able to answer him 
a word, neither durst any man 
from that day forth ask him any 

more questions. 


It is service to humanity and to 
God, service which goes beyond mere 
obedience to law, that alone can re- 
store the intuition or conscious touch 
with the Divine. 

Did not the Great Teacher Himself 
say that after we had learned to obey 
the law we might still be unprofitable 
servants? We must do more than 
obey the law, we must actively serve 
our fellow men and, to the extent of 
our ability, ease the pain and sorrow 
of the world. 


Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave 
thee drink? * * #* 

And the King shall answer and say 
unto them, 

Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto’one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 


Emma Hammon, 32° 


cue 


Masonic Symbolism 


Symbolism, or the teaching of 
spiritual truths by means of materia! 
objects, is a method of instruction 
well suited to the constitution of man, 
who lives in material surroundings, 
but yet is capable of apprehending 
also his spiritual environment. 

Symbolism may easily degenerate 
into mere superstition when, as so 
often has happened, the inner mean- 
ing of the symbol or of the symbolic 
act has been forgotten. It then be- 
comes only a conventional sign and 
is without value to the man who uses 
it as such. 

On the other hand, when symbol- 
ism carries truth with it and im- 
presses that truth upon the soul, then 
it is a living thing and tends to keep 
alive and fresh the reality of those 
great truths underlying our lives, 
which are as necessary to the 
personality of man as the bread by 
which he lives. 

As our symbols have come down 
from time immemorial we have 
to search widely into the past to 
arrive at the varying angles of truth 
which they have conveyed to men of 
earlier generations and to see how 
these truths fit into the framework 
of our own ritual and teaching; and 
how much of the latter has come 
down to us from the manner in which 
our early ancestors apprehended the 
nature of the power which they felt 
behind the world. 

The Cross, in all its variations, is 
one of the oldest symbols and it has 
come down to us from the very 
earliest dawn of man’s occupancy of 
this planet. What, then, were the 
ideas he used this symbol to express? 
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ieliday Srectings 


To all members of the Co-Masonic | 
time this summer the burning of 2000 


Order as well as to nor-members who 
read the American Co-Mason we 
sincerely wish a pleasant Holiday 
Season and health and _ happiness 
during the coming year. 


In a few months a new administra- 
tion will have charge of the destinies 
of our nation. May the “new deal” 
promised during the campaign really 
materialize and do away with the 


unemployment, insecurity, distress 
and misery that have been the sad lot 
of so many during the past two 
years. 


Our Lodges and our Federation 
have suffered much through this 
period of unemployment. A change 
for the better would be a welcome 
relief to the many members who have 
so faithfully, so nobly persevered in 
the work, and carried heavy financial 
burdens so that their Lodges could 
continue to function. 

Let us all sincerely hope and work 
for better days. 








Our Crazy Civilization 
The Ventura Star reported some- 


boxes of oranges in a deep barranca 
by a Southern California Company, 
the manager of the Company claim- 
ing that there was no market for 
them. 

About the same time the Record 
Journal of Castle Rock, Colo., reported 
that there was foodstuff enough to 
feed twenty thousand people four 
months rotting on the trees and spoil- 
ing in the ground on the western 
slope of Colorado because the prices 
were so low that it did not pay to 
gather the crops. 

While this shameful waste of eat- 
ables was going on in California, 
Colorado and in many other States, 
there were millions of idle and 
hungry people throughout the country 
who would have been glad of the op- 
portunity to gather these crops and 
dispose of them. 

No one can plead that this crazy 
situation was due to lack of transpor- 
tation facilities. We have numerous 
railroads with thousands of idle loco- 
motives and gondolas in their yards 
as well as hundreds of empty coaches 





SPT 


— 


being daily transported from one end 
of the country to another. Idle 
workers could have been transported to 
any region where crops were going 
to waste without any extra cost to the 
railroads. It costs little if anything 
more to haul a loaded coach than to 
haul an empty one. 

However to haul idle people to 
places where they could have found 
work to do and plenty to eat without 
payment of fares would have violated 
the holy rules of our profit system. 
And that would not do. People may 
starve by the millions, but to try to 
feed them by methods contrary to the 
ways of capitalism would be criminal. 
Those in power have preferred to 
appeal to people charitably minded 
to do their best to keep the masses 
from starving rather than to set the 
idle to work destroying slums and 
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Our rulers have been unable to 
grasp the fact that we live in a 
machine age with problems that did 
hue exist a generation ago. 

Those who will come after us will 
be bound to say that we must have 
been crazy to continue for years a 
situation under which we find millions 
hungry, poorly clothed, cold, because 
we have too much to eat, too much 
clothing in the ware houses, too much 
coal in the yards. A most simple 
remedy would be to give away all 
the food, the clothing and coal 
needed and start the wheels of in- 
dustry going. But they say _ that 
those who preach such a_ simple 
remedy are dangerous men and that 
the only remedy is to keep on suffer- 
ing in silence. 

If all the lunatics in our various 
asylums had charge of things they 


| 








building homes and roads and doing |could not create a much worse situa- 


thousands of other useful things 


tion. We are sure that none of them 


needed in our. so-called civilized | would go hungry while they could get 


country. 


The Present Day 


plenty food to eat. 


Message of Co-Masonry 


Y subject to-night is the 
present day mission of 
Co-Masonry in the world. 


No doubt there are many 
of the Bros., who are quietly looking 
at the problems of the world and ask- 
ing this question. Also there are to 
he found those who do not believe that 
Co-Masonry has any mission, and that 
it is but an empty form. There are 
others, again, who are doubtfully in- 
quiring if it has some purpose, what 
is it? How can it be applied in order 
to be of use to the world, and how is 


it to benefit those who, year after 
year, come and perform its ceremon- 
ies? I feel it is very necessary that 
we should ask ourselves—What is the 
mission, or purpose, of Co-Masonry 
in these days of turmoil and struggle 
between light and darkness, between 
destruction and construction, and is 
there any way that we can help the 
suffering world and lighten the burden 
of our Brothers? 

Having received the answer from 
within, and after due consideration, 
we should decide accordingly; and 


e 
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because only the God within us is our 
supreme Judge, we should act with- 
out fear or hesitation, since “inaction 
in a deed of mercy is action in a 
deadly sin.” 

If on our long journey we have 
found a light, and it is still burning 
in our hearts as it was when we first 
entered Masonry, then we must not 
keep that light under a cover, but 
show it to those who have eyes to see 
and a mind to understand. 

If, however, we feel that we have 
no way of expressing ourselves 
through Co-Masonry and that Masonry 
does not give us any inspiration or 
understanding of life, then we should 
seek other channels for self-ex- 
pression, as has been done by several 
of our Bros. who left us recently. 
I am sure they are all doing useful 
work. To stand still because of fear, 
is stagnation and decay, applicable 
only to the dead, and no Mason who 
has symbolically passed through the 
gateway of death and entered into the 
land of eternal light and wisdom, can 
have fear in his heart. He must be 
the free and fearless expression of 
GOD within, and the shining Star in 
the East, leading and helping his Bros. 
in the world. For thus has he been 
instructed in his craft: “Be careful 
to perform your allotted task while it 
is yet day, for the night cometh when 
no man can work”, 

As everything in Evolution will 
some day come to a crisis, or to a 
point where it cannot go any further 
without change or taking a new start, 
as it were, so likewise, we have come 


SS 


and still preferring the happy-go- 
lucky life with the rest of the children 
in the world, or whether we want. to 
take the lead, do our allotted task 
and spread the Wisdom. 

At the present moment we are 
living in a most wonderfui and 
peculiar time in the history of man- 
kind, when everything is being 
weighed and balanced. Truly it is 
the Day of Judgment, when all 
morals, forms. customs, and habits 
are being tested and remade, and only 
the worthy will survive. Our present 
economic system, the cornerstone of 
our materialistic civilization, is being 
shattered to pieces under the weight 
of iniquity and exploitation. All the 
nations of the world, under the 
tyranny of egotism, ambition and 
competition, are crying out for Peace, 
Freedom and Liberty. The working 
classes are demanding the right to 
life, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Now is the time for social recon- 
struction, based on Liberty, Equality 
and Fraternity, for which our Co- 
Masonic Order stands. But as every- 
thing in this life has some purpose, 
so even this seemingly rank injustice 
and suffering are at present awaken- 
ing humanity to the realization of the 
‘Brotherhood of Man and the Father- 
hood of GOD. 

I believe that we all agree that 
Masonry is a survival of the Ancient 
Mysteries, that the purpose of 
Masonry is to instruct its members in 
the great art of living, and thus to 
prepare the material for the building 
of that temple of humanity of which 


to a erisis—or I would rather say the|we are the living parts. 


whole world has come to a crisis— 


But are we all trying to live that 


and we have to decide whether we life, or are we merely collections 


still want to go on in the old way, 
wasting our time in useless argument, 


OX -4c10. 


| 
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of empty forms? Are we awake to 
the realization of the divinity’ within 
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us? Are we working to remove the 


cause of all sorrow and ignorance? 
Are we radiating happiness and joy, 
not only by ringing words from our 
lips, but by feeling sympathy and 
love towards all, deep down in our 
hearts where the Master lies buried, 
waiting for us to raise Him so that 
He may whisper in our ears the long- 
lost word of a Master Mason? When 
we have learned to speak that word, 
which is “selfless service”, we have 
discovered the mystery of life and 
have become one with the point 
within the circle from which no man 
can err. 

This, I believe, is the greatest 
purpose and mission of Masonry, that 
every member should live the life of 
a true Master, in the light of the 
ancient Wisdom, doing all his work 
well, and being a shining light 
amongst his Brothers in the world. 

When we have once fully under- 
stood our mission we _ shall have 
restored Masonry to its. ancient 
splendor. In Co-Masonry both sides 
of the human family are represented 
and woman feels herself on an 
equality with man in seeking light 
as well as in every line of human 
endeavour. As Bro, Ward says in his 
book, Freemasonry, Its Aims and 
Ideals: “I think women would raise 
the standard of our Lodges... 
Intellectually, I am sure, there are 
many women whose quick intuition 
would enable them to perceive the 
meaning of our ceremonies and help 
their dull male companions”. Here, 
my ‘Bros., is an opportunity. Our 
Bros. on the other side of the Valiey 
are calling us and waiting that we 
should do something to bridge the 
gap with love and understanding. 
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Telling of our existence, Bro. Ward’ live the life and to serve humanity. 








says, “What is the use of pretending 
there are no such things as women 
Masons, when we know perfectly 
well that in London alone there are 
thousands, and that their Lodges are 
spread over the whole world? The 
fact may be one to be lamented, but 
that does not make it less a fact to 
be faced’’. 

They are ready to face the facts. 
One of their Bros. has introduced us. 
Let us show ourselves to be worthy 
of the introduction in act as well as 
in wisdom, so may we join with them 
hand to hand, foot to foot, knee to 
knee, breast to breast, and _ raise 
sinking humanity from the grave of 
selfishness, ignorance and egotism, 
wherein it will perish if the light of 
love does not conquer the king of 
terror and darkness. 

My Brothers, ours is the task to 
prepare the way and light the path 
for this great and glorious work of 
Brotherhood. I feel that to-day al! 
organizations, as well as individuals, 
have been put to a very great test. 
The Dark Powers are trying to wreck 
the organizations fighting for Truth. 
The situation is more grave than you 
realize, for we are fighting the last 
Armageddon before the Dawn of the 
New Age. Right and not might shall 
win, but how much more _ suffering 
and destruction must the world go 
through before she will awaken to the 
call that has gone forth from the 
Elder ‘Brothers of our Race and the 
Guardians of Humanity? Since each 
of us who now is left after the shak- 
ing and shifting of our Order must 
have some realization of the purpose 
of Co-Masonry in his life, as well as 
in the lives of others, let us, with ali 
sincerity, pledge ourselves anew to 
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We can do great things if we have 
faith and confidence in ourselves. If 
we but destroy the fear and doubts 
that are darkening the light before 
us our task will be easy and we will 
have done our duty, not a duty as 
the world knows it, but as an _ ex- 
pression of joy and happiness, singing 
as music from our hearts. 

I know someone will say, “It is 
easy to talk, but we have no money 
to carry on any public work”. This 
is only an illusion, the result of fear 
and uncertainty. Can we not trust 
the words of our great Master: “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
everything else shall be added unto 
you?” Let us first seek these greater 
things and then decide what we shall 
give, what we shail do. Let us see 
that our work is unselfish service for 
humanity, and everything else wili 
follow. ; 

The Co-Masonie Order has been in 
existence about half a century and we 
have accomplished very little. We 
have been afraid to tell that we are 
Co-Masons. I know’ some _ are. 
Others say, “We have no money, let 
us await better times,” and while we 
wait the time goes by. Some _ one 
else has taken our place and perhaps 
we have lost the opportunity without 
knowing it. There is no better time 
than right now. When man is 
suffering he is also ready to listen 
to the words of wisdom and it is our 
duty to spread these words. 

Conditions never get better for 
those who are always waiting for the 
easy way. We complain about con- 
ditions and wait for better ones. We 
might as well wait for the fresh air 
to come into our lungs instead of 
breathing it, or into the room where 
the windows are closed, as to wait 
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for opportunity or times to get better. 
We must go out and breathe the fresh 
air, we must open the windows. 
Likewise the opportunty is there if 
we only can see it. Yes, it is true, 
times will get better, but not better 
enough for those who are waiting to 
get something for nothing, and are 
afraid to do anything. “Any rich 
man can feed the body, but to feed 
the soul is more important.’ This is 
especially true to-day when the 
world is in the initial stage of a 
period of social reconstruction and 
possibly of great terrestrial convul- 
sions and catastrophies which will set 
man thinking, and make the ignorant 
to tremble on his knees before the 
G.A.O.T.U., Who is the Destroyer 
Creator and Preserver. In order to 
create He must first destroy. Unless 
man has wisdom and understanding 
he may fall back into the dark state 
where he was ruled by fear. 
Freemasonry, as you know, has al- 
ways found a great purpose in foster- 
ing human evolution. When every- 
thing else has been in _ darkness, 
Masonry has carried the glimmering 
light from generation to generation. 
Our masculine Brothers in thinking 
that Masonry originated in 1717 have 
ignored entirely all that existed before 
that day, namely the Ancient Wisdom, 
the true light of Freemasonry. When 
the whole human family is united 
again, as in Co-Masonry, then shall 
this Ancient Wisdom benefit the whole 
of humanity, then shall this Light 
shine once more through the beauty 
of harmonious life in one Brotherhood. 
May His Wisdom enlighten us and 
give us understanding of our 
purpose in life and of the mission of 
the Co-Masonic Order in the world 
to-day. John Roine, 32°. 
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The Internationalism 


of the Co-Masonic Order 


most 


HE Internationalism of thejto us. 
Co-Masonie Order is one 


of. tte 
assets. 

The Co-Masonic Order has nothing 
to gain by appearing to fear, or by 
desiring to join the masculine Orders. 
Co-Masonry represents a new phase 
in Masonic evolution and nothing can 
stop its growth. 

The founders of the Co-Masonic 
Order had the courage to declare that 
the general rule in regard to physical 
qualifications was no landmark in 
Masonry. The truth and the logic of 
that declaration, upon which Co- 
Masonry is based, will some day be 
generally accepted. 

It is useless to try to conform our- 
selves to the general customs and 
rules of the masculine Obediences 
when the fact itself of having 
violated a so-called landmark concern- 
ing the admission of women renders 
us irrevocably “irregular” in the 
eyes of most Masons. 

By formally condemning this so- 
called “landmark” we strengthen our 
independent position and give others 
a proper example. Others are free 
to follow us or to remain behind as 
they prefer. 

We distinguish ourselves from the 
national masculine Obediences by the 
admission, with equal rights, of 
women to our ranks. In doing so we 
have knowingly violated one of the 
“landmarks” declared the most im- 
portant by some of our masculine 
brethren. 

But there is another’ essential 
difference that is of great importance 


important 


It is our International organi- 
zation. It has been one of the 
greatest desires of a large number of 
members of the masculine Obediences 
to have an International organization 
comprising at least the majority of 
all Masons. But that International- 
ism has been prevented by the 
“landmarks” set up by various Grand 
Bodies. 

It has been proved that every effort 
made in the past to establish even a 
partial union of Grand Lodges has 
been wasted, due to the application 
of “landmarks”. New York partici- 
pated in the latest effort in that 
direction, helping to form The Inter- 
national Masonic Association. How- 
ever, at Grand Lodge communication 
“landmarks” were brought forth to 
compel the withdrawal of New York, 
and today not one Anglo-Saxon Grand 
‘Body participates in the work of the 
International Masonic Association. 

At times, some of the national 
Federations of the Co-Masonic Order 
show a tendency to want to adopt and 
follow the usages of masculine Masons 
in their respective countries. This is 
a real danger. If continued, that 
tendency would destroy the unity and 
co-operation of our _ International 
Order. We most take good care to 
proclaim that every one, without 
distinction of ideas and point of view, 
is welcome in the Co-Masonic Order. 
At no time must we have dogmas. 
Every one must be free to express 
his opinion without the risk of being 
called a heretic. 

If we tried to unite all our members 
in England, in the United States, in 
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France, in Holland, in India, etce., 
upon one form of rituals or land- 
marks, we would soon find ourselves 
in the same state of division as the 
masculine Orders of these various 
countries. Co-Masonry would soon be 
divided into national organizations 
excommunicating each other, as 
Anglo-Saxons today excommunicate 
the Latins. Co-Masonry the only 
International Masonic organization in 
existence would then be disrupted. To 
prevent this danger of nationalism 
and antagonism, the International 
laws of the Co-Masonic Order must 
continue to be free from dogmatism, 
and must continue to grant to each 
nationality sufficient freedom in the 
conduct of its affairs as well as in its 


conception of Masonry. — By J. 
Kruisheer, 33°. (Translated and 
adapted.) 


GO-MASONRY INTHE DUTCH INDIES 


In our Jurisdiction it is our pleasure 
to be able to welcome in our midst, 
on numerous occasions, Brn. from 
the orthodox Obedience, and it is 
quite a common occurrence for the 
names of such visitors to appear upon 
the Agenda of the Meetings as 
presenting a Piece of Architecture. 
I am convinced that it is in many 
cases something more than mere 
courtesy when such a Bro. ac- 
knowledges in open Lodge the honor 
done him by inviting him to speak. 

On Grand Occasions, such as In- 
stallations and Festivals—of which 
latter two are generally celebrated 
annually: these in honor of the two 
Saints John, held during the Summer 
and the Winter Solstices—we gener- 
ally observe a sprinkling of these 
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welcome and often distinguished 
visitors in the East and in the 
Columns. I am proud to be able to 


state that such a Bro. on his first 
visit almost invariably comments on 
the accuracy and precision of the 
working, and on the fact that he has 
certainly learned something in the 
course of the evening. 

In this connection I hope I may be 
forgiven if I mention an impression 
which I received while visiting 
several Lodges of our Order in 
England during my visit in the early 
part of this year. It struck me more 
than strangely that the ambition of 
any Lodge could be to perform the 
work merely “just as well” as in the 
Lodges of, for instance, the United 
Grand Lodge; in fact, that our part 
in the Great Work is at best a good 
imitation made necessary by our 
desire to admit women on equal 
terms with men. I hope I may be 
forgiven if I state that in my opinion 
such a Lodge is suffering from “an 
inferiority complex”. It is not an 
exaggeration to state that the Lodges 
in which I received my Masonic edu- 
cation aimed at something more than 
merely to do the work “as well” as 
their compeers. The reason ‘why 
people joined our Lodges was not, in 
the first place, because they admitted 
women—although, of course, this 
necessarily became a reason in the 
case of female candidates—but be- 
cause the object of our system was 
to investigate the origin and meaning 
of our glorious heritage and to im- 
part new life into work which in so 
many quarters has become little more 
than an empty shell; and many have 
been the occasions upon which Brn. 
from other Obediences have intimated 
to me their admiration for the way 
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in which things were done in our 
Lodges and their regret that similar 
enthusiasm and perfection of working 
were to such an extent lacking in their 
ranks. 

This same comparison, if I may 
call it so, between the practices of 
some of our Lodges in England and 
those in the East seems to me to be 
reflected in the distribution of the 
sexes in the Lodges. I found in 
England that the percentage of 
female candidates is far greater than 
that of the male; while in the Far 
East—although of course no regu- 
lating is done in any way—it is a 
curious fact that, generally speaking, 
the numbers of men and women 
members remain about equal. The 
reason for this seems to me to be that 
in England many of our Lodges 
distinguish themselves from those of 
the Grand Lodges chiefly or solely 
by the fact that they admit women, 
and do not therefore cater in any 
special way to prospective men 
candidates, who, not unnaturally, 
gravitate into the orthodox Lodges. 

The position in the Far East is 
entirely different owing to the fact 
that the admission of women to our 
Lodges is not regarded, in itself, as 
the sole object of our Order, which 
has the task rather of making of 
Freemasonry a “living thing and no 
mere collection of empty forms.” The 
result is that a prospective candidate 
for Freemasonry applies for Light 
either from the orthodox Obedience 
or from ours, according to the illum- 
ination which he and his proposers 
judge most suited to him. 

What in fact I would wish, in all 
diffidence, to suggest to Lodges is 
that they aim, not at doing things 
just as well as their orthodox Brn., 


but very much better in every way. 
Then, should they at any time be 
visited by a Bro. from another 
Obedience, such a visitor will go away 
with a feeling, not that he has seen a 
very fair imitation of what he is 
accustomed to in his own Lodge, 
with the additional novelty of the 
presence of women, but that he has 


learned and gained something by his. 


visit, and that the rites and cere- 
monies of Freemasonry lose nothing 
by the participation of women, but 
are enriched by the added harmony 
and balance which their presence 
inevitably confers. Thus by easy 
stages may such an one be led to 
reflect, at any rate in his own heart, 
not only that woman’s place in the 
world is to support man in his 
mundane life, but also that in the 
splendid work of raising man’s 
spiritual Temple to the glory of the 
G. A. O. T. U., woman takes her 
place, and side by side with man 
treads the age-old path of the 
Mysteries which, today as of old, 
leads its followers to the true reaiisa- 
tion of life and the gateway of 
immortality.—Charles Haller, P. M., 
18°. — Bulletin of the British 
Federation. 


* + * 


Masonry is a progressive science. 
It imposes no limit on the research 
for truth. 


NEW OCCASIONS TEACH NEW 





DUTIES; 

TIME MAKES ANCIENT GOOD 
UNCOUTH; 

THEY MUST UPWARD STILL AND 
ONWARD, 


WHO WOULD KEEP ABREAST OF 
TRUTH.—LOW ELL. 


aan te ae 
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A NEEDED BOOK ON 


MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLARY | Iv. Templar Statistics. 





Though there are thousands of 
books treating of the many phases of 
Ancient Craft Masonry, very little is 
available on Masonic Knights 
Templary in any of its numerous 
aspects. Aside from a single volume 
long out of print, an adaptation by 
Robert Macoy of Addison’s “The 
Knights Templars”, there is nothing 
that the modern Knight Templar can 
read on the Order outside of fugitive 
articles in the Masonic press, research 
journals and the printed volumes of 
Proceedings issued by the various 
Grand Commanderies. 

The demand for something which 
would present a concise yet compre- 
hensive account of Modcrn Knights 
Templary prompted Sir Knight 
Chalmers L. Pancoast, now Junior 
Grand Warden of the Grand Encamp- 
ment Knights Templar of New York, 
to prepare his newly published work, 
“The Modern Templar.” The author 
brings to his task a practical 
experience, gained in the newspaper 
and publicity world, which he has 
coupled with the inspirational thought 
and high idealism represented in the 
Order of Knights Templar. The 
result is a volume which shows Knight 
Templary in action, applying the 
lessons of Freemasonry and Christian 
Knighthood to the trying problems 
of the hour. The book especially 
answers the question so often pro- 
ponded, “What is the Knight Templar 
doing today?” 

Contributors to the volume number 
some of the leading Knights Templar 
of today. The book is divided into 
four. parts: I. The Leaders of 
Templary; 
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(Ill. Templar History and Symbolism; 


The text 
opens with an inspiring contribution 
by the late Sir Knight Perry Winsiow 
Weidener, Most Eminent Grand 
Master, Grand Encampment, Knights 
Templar, U.S.A., entitled, “The Spirit 
of Knight Templary.” It is followed 
by six other articles, each one contri- 
buted by an officer of the General 


Grand Encampment. Sir Knight 
Arthur L. Lee, R.E. Grand Com- 
mander Knight Templar of New 


York, released his article, “ “Build’— 
The Inspiration for Templars,” for 
publication in this volume. This 
theme has swept New York state in 
its campaign for a more active and 
kinetic Templar program. 

Under “Templar Inspiration” will 
be found some helpful suggestions for 


Commandery programs. Compiete 
details are given regarding the 
important events for Templar 


Masonry, including the Easter Sun- 
rise Memorial Service at Gettysburg 
Ascension Service; the service at the 
Cathedral of St. John The Divine in 
New York. Other Easter and 
Christian observances are given in 
detail. Prelates will find helpful 
material in “Extracts from Templar 
Sermons,” and also much that is suit- 
able for notices, etc. Some striking 
and original Templar editorials with 
a review of Templar Proceedings 
complete this section. 

Part III, “Templar History and 
Symbolism,” contains the essential 
facts which the Mason and Templar 
would like to know about the ancient 
Crusaders who battled with the Turk 
and rescued the Holy Sepulchre from 
his hands. A scholarly contribution 
is one by Sir Knight Ray V. Denslow, 


II. Templar Inspiration; | Eminent Grand Recorder, Grand Com- 
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— 


mandery, Knights 
Missouri, entitled “Crosses and 
Crowns.” It is an excellent exposi- 
tion of Templar symbolism. A 
chapter on Templar memorials and 
prayers concludes this section. 

Part 1V. treats entirely of statis- 
tical details, vital to those who would 
have accurate information on this 
subject. 

It is impossible in a sketchy review 
of the volume, to present all of its 
fine points to the reader. Nothing 
like this book has ever appeured. It 
should appeal to anyone generally 
interested in Freemasonry, but 
especially to the Knight Templar. 
Officers will find the book exceedingly 
helpful in their work. It makes an 
excellent presentation volume to 
brother officers, and it is also being 
used as a_ presentation to newly 
knighted brethren upon the comple- 
tion of their work, similar to the use 
which is being made in some symbolic 
lodges of Newton’s “The Builders.” 

Two styles of the book, each bound 
in black cloth and carrying eight ful! 
page portrait illustrations and two 
plates of symbolic crosses, are avail- 
able from the publishers, the Macoy 
Publishing and Masonic Supply 
Company, 35 West 32nd Street, New 
York City, N. Y. The first is a 
limited and autographed edition, of 
which three hundred are available at 
this writing. Each volume is 
numbered, inscribed and signed by 
the author. It is further enhanced 
by a two color title page, and is em- 
bossed on the outside front cover 
with a cross and crown. Copies can 
be had for $2.65, postpaid. The 
ordinary edition, which is printed in 
one color only and not signed, is 
available for $2.15, postpaid. 
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HERE AND THERE 


The Grand Lodge of England does 
not now require a petitioner to be 
freeborn. Previous to the action of 
the Grand Lodge in 1847 it was 
necessary for the applicant to be a 
free man born of a free woman. Now 
it requires a petitioner to be “free.” 
Nothing is said about being free 
born. 

* * * 


The decrease in membership of the 
Grand Lodges in the United States for 
the year 1931-32 totalled 63,572. <A 
few Grand Lodges increased their 
membership to a total of 1,114 leav- 
ing a net decrease for all the Grand 
Lodges of 62,558. 


* oe 


The two men who played the great- 
est part in preparing the first con- 
stitution of Modern Freemasonry in 
England were a Scotsman and a 
Frenchman—James Anderson and 
Theophile Désaguliers. 

* * 

Because the Masonic burial service 
as it is now stands does not fit in 
with the ceremony at the cremation 
of a deceased member of the Frater- 
nity, suggestions are being made in 
England for the alteration of the 
service to meet the necessity. — The 
Masonic Sun. 





The Grand Lodge of New York, at 
its last annual communication, ex- 
tended fraternal recognition to the 
Grand Lodge of Poland and took 
preliminary steps toward according 
similar rceognition to the Grand 
Lodges of Honduras and Nicaragua 
and to the Grand Orient of Urugyay. 
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The International League only five of which women were not 
of Freemasons. admitted, and these were obscure 
ild t M i Te | 
Due to the unsettled conditions | pe 4 yragene of “4 Ce ue 
prevailing throughout the world, the| +oq brothers an q ee 
International League of Freemasons Conus  Chitats. Gulla iaioek sine aA. 
postponed until next year the annual oor. et hs trol RS By-the 
Convention due to meet in Berlin. wee h A th a] d 
The Administrative Council of the ms a d ere t . Rate ‘ eaage 
i ; , r S 
League met in Switzerland and trans- naples ae yng i fi Aerie 
ted much business. It decided to pRanan Tes: ae ee 
spe : trade unions. In Masonry itself a 
admit to the League members of the h : fier eh 
new Grand Lodge of Denmark tei PUAN Siren cee ee ee ba RR 
; /year 1722 there was no regulation 


ian tues EPS oR be SoH REUEL BPG | that women should not be admitted, 
Swiss francs. The Central office of | ’ Ss . 
but in 1723 a clause was invented 


eon at Byfangweg 13, Bale, | saying that women should not be ad- 

Among the various questions under OES Re amaicaedt ater HE WSTOR, 
. : |women were again invited to become 
discussion by members of the League | F 
this year is a proposition towards the | Pane ee Ee 

. | Referring to the conditions of 
unification of the means of recogni | entry, Miss Bothwell-Gosse said that 
character counted for more than 
wealth or _ social position. No 
atheist was eligible, the beliefs and 
doctrines of Freemasonry being 
founded on a firm belief in the 
Fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man. A high moral standard 
was essential. The speaker thought 
that the qualification was even more 
important for women than for men, 
for while it would not hurt men’s 
Freemasonry for one man here and 
there to come to grief morally, it 
might spell disaster for any member 
of a women’s Lodge to fall short in 
this respect.—The Freemason, London. 


tion (signs, words, grips and 
questions). If the League succeeds 
in bringing about such unification it 
will have served.a useful purpose. 





WOMEN AND FREEMASONRY 


Women’s share in the history of 
Freemasonry was outlined by Miss 
Bothwell-Gosse in an address given 
at a luncheon meeting of the 
Manchester Soroptomist Club on 
October 6th. The exclusion of women 
from the full benefits of Freemasonry, 
said the speaker, had not always been 
in force. On the contrary, in the 
earliest times only women were in 
possession of secret societies. Later, 
men arose and wrested the mysteries 
from them. 

It was sometimes suggested that 


* * * 


It is nothing short of crime against 
the State, against the electorate, for 
political representatives to waste 
women should not be admitted to] precious public time in vulgar party 
Freemasonry because it was a survival] bickerings. Their duty is to serve 
of the guilds of the Middle Ages, but| the commonwealth and not to make 
there were records of 500 guilds into’ party capital. 
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Co-Masonic News 


Headquarters. 

On his way from Larkspur to 
Charleroi, Pa., the President of the 
Federation had a pleasant visit with 
members of our Mulberry Lodge, at 
Mulberry, Kansas, and discussed with 
them many questions of interest. The 
Lodge room being occupied that 
evening by another organization, the 
members met at the home of the W. 
M. Bro. Chevalier. They decided to 
change their work from Italian to 
English and we hope that the change 
will be beneficial to the Lodge. 

While in Kansas tne President also 
visited a ward of the Federation, 
Mary Esposito, who is attending 
high school at Arma and resides with 
relatives, Mr. and Mrs. Fava. 

Due to the financial situation, our 
eastern LL. have decided not to hold 
their regional convention in Washing- 
ton this year. Bro. Hudler, deputy 
for the Eastern region, will continue 
in office for another year. 

The President will attend a regional 
convention in Bridgeport, Ohio, 
on the 27th of November, a special 
meeting’ in Washington December 3 
and a joint Lodge of Remembrance in 
New York December 4h. 


It is costing you money 


Every time a magazine is not 
delivered and the Post Office sends us 
a notice it costs you (that is, our 
Federation) two cents under the new 
postal ruling. Then when the Post 
Office returns the undelivered maga- 
zine it costs you another two cents. 

Failure of our members immediately 
to notify us or the secretary of 


their Lodge of a change of address 
is costing our Federation considerable 
unnecessary expense. Why be re- 
sponsible for this unnecessary waste? 
Please report at once when you are 
going to change address so that the 
magazine will not be sent out until 
we have received your new address. 


Boston. 

Early in the autumn some members 
of Karnak Lodge, No. 353, wishing 
to raise funds for the proper preserva- 
tion of V. Ill. Bro. MHolbrook’s 
Masonic Scrap-Books, invited Wor. 
and Ill. Bro. Helen R. Sturgis, of 
Verulam Lodge, No. 525, Or. of New 
York, to give a talk at the Meta- 
physical Club on Oct. 21st. The 
Dep. Grand Commander introduced 
Bro. Sturgis, who spoke on “Co- 
Masonry and Its Relation to the 
New Impulse in Modern Life”. The 
talk was preceded by music and 
followed by questions and answers. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Bro. John Schwartz who joined the 
Co-Masonie Order in the early days, 
in Gallup, N. M., and had since been 
a faithful member passed away at 
his home in San Diego, Oct. 17, 1932. 
A few days before, four of the mem- 
bers of the San Diego Lodge had 
lunched at his home and he had said 
that he would be at the foliowing 
meeting of the Lodge. Although 
he had been failing for months, no 
one expected him to pass away so 
suddenly. 
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rightly understands the ‘Art, he will | 





CON CERN IN G GOD 
-AND- RELIGION, . 


Ze MASON is obliged, ty his. tenure, 


never be a stupid ATHEIST, ‘nor an 
irreligious LIBERTINE. - But though 


iy ancient. times” ‘MASONS were 
charged in- every ‘Country to be of the 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 


whatever it was, yet it is thought: 
more expedient only to oblige then: to 
that Religion in which all Men agree, 


leaving their particular opinions to 
themselves; that is, to be good Men | vail in the Co-Masonic Order. 


and true, ot Men of Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or Persuasions they. may be dis- 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the means 
of conciliating true Friendship. amoung 
Persons that must have remained ata 
perpetual distance. From Anderson's s 
“onstitution of 1723. 


To the extent that Masons, in 
various countries, have departed from 
the above ‘declaration, Masonry - has 
ceased to be a Center of Union. It is 
time to discard sectarianism and to re- 
turn to fundamental principles so as 
to unite people who will otherwise re- 
main at a perpetual distance. © 


May Co-Masonry ever remain. teas 
from disintegrating elements of re- 
ligious dogmesignt and sectarianism 
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and if he| 


ar 


| practicing, in “the profane world, a 
religion of his choice. It will then be 
able to retain its ‘International char- | 
acter and to become a powerful in-- 
strument in > disseminating — and 

hopnstichce. the ideals of ~ Universal | 
Broterhood. eae ea eee 
Whascces he and dogmas ure 
adopted, and members are obliged to 
subscribe to them. as the price of mem- 
bership, individual — Reason | and 


Conscience are dethroned and Free- -— 


dom of Will is lost. Let us pray that 
such state of affairs may never pre- 
Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more Las 


LODGE GOODS. 

When in need of Lodge maveriat ar 
regalia of any kind, send your orders 
to the American ‘Federation of Human 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 
‘Whatever we may not have on ‘hand, 


we wil] order for yer uae 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic we 


Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 
and bequeath to the Council of Ad- 
ministration of the “American Feder- 
ation of Human Rights, 2 corporation 


‘organized under the Jaws of the - 


District of Columbia, (describe gift 
or devise or both as the case may be) 
to be used for the support and main-. 


[tenance of the Home established in 


Larkspur, Colo., in such. manner as 
may be determined by said Couneil 
of Administration, 
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s | would condemn’ “any “member for 





The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
ander the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular. 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. — 


ae 


